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Dr Feelgeod an Canvey Esland in 1975, From lett: Jokn Sporks, Lee Brilloous, Wilke Johnsan, The Big Figure.

Canv ey was huld’cecl penp]etl’lougl’lt it was
he Wi Icl West. One little road wound onto
the island over a creelz, and an y boat
had the righl of way.
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SLiffle hegat beat and hear hegat The Paramonnrs (and The
Brwkeriellas and The Whichstiwls and The Monntomest Thise s bl
Ferder and Lirdwig, Their flloavers had Sini care and soeeters il every
ity hadd the hire purchase agreements i prose ie The Barraiudas, an
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Fewdeing hack, ot seems almeost implansible that sich vonng men, harch
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[he Paramriinds” pepaertoine was 'hrp.1n|:|-e'~:| fusine frohni B Cinnsibe?
I eave it ot Hvhlbey Blamal s Tuier O v | 1'\-'|'|-|Iﬂ1l waz ahret ax COMTTY A
it gt Thas g apparenthy namie-rhecked by the Sines as “rhe et
R&R groap in Frgland” baih thein sonnd and earh follosing ar The
Sharles, a piemeering moderniss haunt on the seafront
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Feer e The Cippales - the lir<i heai -rrr.'\.|||1| porr was aih | e
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Co In spun on his heel yelling,
“a raving Bo Diddley in G!” It was as
it he were ordering a large brandy.

vl Wy s bl et | e Flowenpots i | 966 his prin o oo Raker '... I..I"| "||-\q.||||||_||||'i'.|'|.|||||_:!l."'\. e aTU LT .|'-|'\-l|||;:l\.'\-||||:|:l are canstanding  Logeael
Wikkinson, formerh of The Boamers and The Heap, We commenced a kost their drummer, Bill Fifield, to T. Rex, after he had played on the Hin
iy at Smitheiwl's London Haofel I lanvi |_l Wea L= erol cde] by Lever session, He w l1|.'i||.||.l||"\.-! wmmer Boh Clowter (1), and an all ex
Kobin Trewer, resting after The Paramounts’ break -4 There were atter Chrinbes line-up recarded Lo ndl’s last LE Moonshhse
wirs Elases scsos || Rohin briell formed a :|i|||_'||.__l_;_|| i It was 1 this pertod that Paul Shuttleseorth, Crracim Lhiagila
by the summer of 1967, Bobdan Trower h |.||||| 1] hils ex-Pararmssungs andl maself o Tl & THITE SRV -_':'--I.I||..'||:l\. o '\II.II:\I Bird. W answered a
s Garv Brooker and Barrie Wilson in Procol Harum jonn ad i Mebady Maker amd auditionsd lor a "'llil L |l|l|.|!|: whuctien Comi
Wilkinson had set off for Mewcastle Lniversity and, subsequently, [ndia pany’ run by the preat Tony Hall. Tony's partner in this venture was the
There Iollowed a quber period, but in 1969, Mickey jupp formed Legend lave Pere Meaden, former early manager of The Who, We passed Pete’s
hemee dbezbost L was released on Bell Beoords audition {*can you lend me ninepence for a glass of cider?™ ), and
\ vear lals vith Mo Witham on guitar, Lege e sipned to T passedl INCO £VEN §Te wter obscurity when we changed
vt anel recorded the classic Bed Boot namie o Glory (lor London dates onk

I 1971, Grasme ajurt T Mo =Imikisiial PodsiinEs) ad
searched (or a new soitarsst | Onoone hilarious occasion we e
cpaded the tormer Yes puitarist, Pete Banks, & ravel 1
SosfnEndal 1 '||I e WacAnEsy. LR enler Mg kT !|:1| |'| 1 W

LR seedl by T fnant I'|II.|."\-II. stacks IiIII I.l |l|l"II ided 1

|.-|'||.|1 LU TR |I|'I ||;-\. .|.|.-'_.'|_||:_l IO Ll .Il'i'\._ wie ha
preat tronble in ke peng up with him and ke declined 1 [t
Around Easter 1971, _I whn Wilkinson returned lrom

I\. o | {[{FR

vorrth chulby wtt

India, 1 went to visit him on Camvey 1land ar

e s, AleEr A we played i a

abiot six mumbers, ane of which, the instrumental BMigh
||.|i|'__|--i|:|.u|||l| slay i ankimed rivvehimelead sovlk

soainclex] like two puitarisis. He clidn't st ) Lt ailel I
that he was thinking «

isdandd™, | insapined 1.2

MRy A bunch of kids wa the

r=dlils

Surty Bird nes -ally buily ul aatity | acvall thai
whiEn we st L ried tes .|I."'l-':I|'.|I.li At ol pe il LR
||'_'|. ster read, YES SLIRLY BIRD TANK \ [aare Aiklar
sto, TES!SUIRLY HIRLY 5 L AMNE

Soon alter this, Paul Shuttlewarth amd mascl] stanet

by witiv artist amended thi

||I.|I' Mg o 2Nows al ||'.: | '\-|'|| A ThATI |.|_||'. i lhe Lirand
Lanyon Chetep, adben bes
||L;E

!.:_l'll-l ar Paul's conkn

1 | was newy drum

. Cow Pie

e call bromn !u|.

Wilkinson askl 1 il Fis “bamch of kidds™ ookl play a

the chls, They were calling themsehes Dr Feelpaod
The Fiee i'_'ll:-\.:-|lll.l'.lll [A&H in an era when Bl
was bargepole time. One of thear entourage was the

i
- a h ¥ - ] ¥ ! 1
hecause he then ovmned & stappering 1000 L T

late Ed Hollis, known 1o tricnds as *

B L I_| "HI-.II-\.'I.III-\.-.: all ki |'--.:h!-\.l.|'llr| '\-l:|l s ik
shouting: “It's brilliant, it's brilliant,” &5 ke pla
|-r':'|‘ -|..|I_J||"H. lfam his Eigny ciolbection '.l.|u|
ranged From Kraftwerk and Sun Ra w Th
Chmonds and The MC5, He loved it abl aivid he
becarme a great infleence on the scene. | remem
||.L'| |'||'|-'-|| |.-|:!.r t The | -|l| nacle, atter
couple of light ales, pointing in the air snd

exclalming, " Let's lorm a sixtic 5 proup -

Ledtr amd right: “The Priece
of Diarknass’, Wilks Jokhnion
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No decent shoe sknps ever flourished in

this ‘helluva town’. You had to 60 Up

arts 1993, Lir el -.-uII wl dirvelupes] a dymamic live act, -.I-.-.||-..|
|
r il similar-

vl [y g
iy Lhee pabs and clubs arour ad Southend. In London, a numbe
s were i u|u|'-'.-.-| k on the I4.-|-'r|r\-.'.|||-' |'|u|'u arcuit. Ll een
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£
mabipried, “puberock” wad, in fact, & revolitice, ’n]l.l."-'-. ars of mowwhere
.| iy iibeEss vl ciolel |_r| L4 I-II|'||'|||I' B l\.|.'|'|.I- |'\'l|I at vour local art |.|||
lepe ), there were sudiden |'. daeens ol new venues '.1l|-.'r|. Eroups Couk kd per
0O FLESE NTHE © ||I|Il|.|'|| nt, Enge TLAINFTRCTT W35 _|'||

4581} with I_||| (IALEIRIN]
key lactor and Dr Feelpood were maost entertaining

By am |r|._-\.."|-£x|||.L|, ol hick, | had a frsead who had Fanc o

weisTh Bor
i apeney in London which was arranging bookings for two prominent
[EIT S |l.q,|\. SETILH | |:-|'-\.I-|_'||_'|| I|'.-|'|'| lsr ot o e |'|'|:'|l_l.-:n||'\-' hehall by
wihing was offered. Then, in the summer of 1973, a date materialised ar
| |.|i|l\. | fia i Kl_"l'.-c-h T, Dir 1 l_l'I:_'IH-\.I.-| Lordon I\.II\.'|.-.I'. WdS I||.|I|'\-5,|'-
wiuis, but the promaoter, Dai Davies, saw the potential

"1'_:-'|I|I|IL' I|l-c' midif |_||.:|'|._-|_'_ n'l r'r-c'|¥..-c:-\:! AT |rl| OIE SO IR0
wirgery. Front man Lee Brilleaux donned a nacrow-lapelled jacket/sdim
LI o ||||'|'\-||'|_|I|||||_ while :!|||'||| "-'\.'||k|l'|'\.-:'| Cl I_||'| "| % -I'r: .|!||":|_'|' ||_'||5|_|1|'| |..1i:_
leaving an extraordinary pudding-bowl do, and became Wilko Johnsan
ohmson have abways put over a slightly surly persona,

Brilleaus and |
wlten playing 1 smiby card i interviews, Hivwever, this hiphly intellipent

loulshe -2 posse sl i INSCLIVE serisd &l |||.||||.| _u'.-c| .|l|'-\. L-l\.\lll-cx'll-rg-x

|isbawa) The Kursoal Flyers, from left: ¥ic Colling, Paul
Skuttleworth {wearing his "CES" suit = lorge checks), Richie
Bull, your corriipandant 'Will Birch, Grasme Douglas.

I
est.

K Dis sl Ll

dpnewls their onsta
i the ove ol thelr first BEC sessi

T el WYk was il

that gave the Fed

need bor original material and «
Bob Harris, in October 1973 sal
Bight. Sensing Imptinent fame, Wilko stated that i would s be his
liver Jeimn ants

H mgzht COHIpOsng She Dhses In

imtention to grab Mick Jupp by the sorufl of the neck and de
the spatlight

I"'|-'||'. inspired by the Feekpoods” paugices
d The Eursaal Flyers, with Yic Oy -I||||
sty LB

L bptacinge Lisigtlas

Shuttleworth and mysell forme
Richie Bull and Dave Hatlield, 'We drea up a ist ol %00 SOl

stanslardls, with a few pop songs such s Pm A Believer thrown in. W

inade aur debut at Southend™s Blise EL:-\.n"u I in Fehrwary 1974
By May, my own de -|l|"_I|--|.I- r beat standom Borced mie b e

| ||||I-|II||I'| I\.'\.|I|| 4 harlie & L5
After a colourhul week with the ‘-"- e |1-|'--. I retur |-.-| 1o e I"-J.I 5

1E|||_'|.| '||.'i|_|'l MW 'I:'H‘I TR0, LaFasimie anil 1 wirote hacls od s s Al
||.|||'. 1974
Kursaals two dates at the ke snsingron pub in London
W must have been quite pood because things startes] o hapgiei vens
cquickhe At the
Thomas and he browpht along hiz manaper, |ake Rivtera, the follow
; ; TELY l\.‘-l'lll DRECATHE GLUIE AT

; the Feelpoods reciprocated my earlier help by petting the

||l\. date w ¢ Were -|||||II||| e Lo ||| W || | 4411 |I||'|.r| Pere

Gk |_'|'i._ W s I||||:|I-\.'\-:F.|'| AL
Lia January 1975, we took the giant leap of ‘wrning professional” and by
February we had a recording contract with [onathan King's LIK Becords

Back on Canvey, Eddie & The Hot Rods wer
Captained by Dave Higps, who had plaved in The Fix with Lee Brilleaus
somme vears earlier, the Hot Rods were o slightly younger group that spe-

Al L COacT gy



clalised in up-temps renditions of "60s parage band classics. They
were managed by the aforementioned Ed Hollis, from whose recend
eolection much of their repertoire originated,

Fromnted by Ih:--.fm-rﬂ:'rin Barre Masters aind the mante Lew Liswis
on harpsomica, the Hot Bods secured a date st London’s Mashyille
Rooms in fuly 1975, They were an instant success and soon signed o
Islanel Records, On a wur supperting the Kursaak in January 1976,
Lew Lewis was sacked from the Hot Bods alter *redecorating” the
group's dressing room an Brunel Liniversiny

The Hot Rods continued as a I-r.-||r-|:-|n_: At The Marquee in
Warch 1976, they were siupported v The Sex Pistols, a not unevent-
ful cromsing-of- p.1l:|1- Perhaps |'|n'|'.|:|Ln| |-.|_ their respective managers,
thee o graodips clished violenthe Much |.'r.||.'.||:||15.rn|:'|'. as damaged and 2
near-rint ensued. It was The Sex Pistols who g grabbed the heacdlines
|I-Ir'll'l|1 the folleasing months in s race that they had o owin, becase up
until that point, Eddie & The Hot Rods had been widely regarded as
the leadiers of a new vouth uprising calbed punk.

Ower the next 18 maonths, while punk seemed o overshadow all
nther forms of populiar music, much happened in the Southersd camp,
O a L400 loan from Lee Brilleaus, Jake Riviera launched Suifl
Records; D Fee lgond’s third LE Stupiditg entered the UK album
chart at Mumber 1; Wilke quit the group; The Kisrzaal ]:l'-l. s hirally go1
thaedr hiv single, Livtde Dhoes She Know; Graeme quit “the Eurszals,
wined the Hnl Pupels amal sorone their hin, Do Arvthing You Wanna Do;
aned The Kursaal Flyers disbanded. ) i

I 1978, 1 formed The Records and we were asked to back Rachel
Sweelon the 1978 Be 536 tour, 56 gimmick was that the tour was
1o travel the LIK b rail. On the bill was S4007s maost recent slpming —
Mickey Jupp. Both The Searchers and Mick Lowe were about o cover
his seng Switchboard Susan and his oo abbum, Juppanese, was petting
the treatment. At 34, he was being offered another bite of the cherry
Jupp was, as yau mi; l|11 i, i the aip

Hallway .Jlmltuh the tour, on a train somewhere between
Phymaouth and “:l!ir'l'lhp-l:rlu' aindd ¢ I1I'|I:l.'|r||:r|.'|'||'|a a rare day ofl, the
entourage was instructed to “po home and get passports,” Rumour
and speculation ran through the carrages; excitement was in the air. It
was soon conlirmed that we were all about to visit Mew York to appear
at the legendary Bottom Line, For Jupp. the bottom line was thsat be
wasn't pobng. he put up a number of excuses, all brillianth countered
by SeilT bioss, Dave Robinsan
Jupp: “You'll mever get me up inone of those "
Haosbanson: *1cs (K ;'\Lil'l\.:'.l._ STl CAln o |_|.ll boat.”™

Jupp: “Baut | won't be hoeme for Christrmas.”
Bohinzon: *Well then we'll l\.|l'\::-|5-:\.|_||| Froem d |||¥
hwelagha ™

Jupp had walked away once again, Mew
York Ciry — refected; SGll"s Dair and energy -
rejected; another polden opportunity not given
a chance ‘-.-ul'u'ul-. uriderstoosd his penius, his
pain; living |:|n:|-|H[1.1I: talent alone is I'||'|h:-n.|:u_lg‘|'|
Hemarkah h Jupp went on 1o two more major
labels and several independents, writing some
great songgsand singing lis heart out. His songs
have been covered by Rick Melson, The Judds
I.II.I:I I"l'lil!-'l. ||l;|‘|| A, | |1|_ r(" = '~||_||| ]|| |F||_ A ,"- |_||_ k "-.!u 151
v li |u'-t pose for this sleeve photograph

Wil Hr'rn:l%J.r.'lltt'rﬁlrurl'awﬂmpllm

The PoramosetsWhites Shades 04 RED
Exdid ECDHT F 2

Legend Legend {Rad Boot)
Bazariars B 4041 L5

D¢ Feelgoad Down By The leity
o CEOG
The Kurszal Fipers/bn For & Spin
L L1500 DO04T
Eddie & The Hor R The Bear O

gl TAJT] 14TIE

Pl b hrmcsy

Andrew Lauder

AER rman wha sigred B Feslgond 1o Uinked Arfisfs

‘ O day | gota call from Mick Love whg soid, There's this grehag, v
Feslgond: vou'd like them, sven il nobody elee does. 5o | went 1o see
them supporting Brinsley Schnarr at the Cordd Top Rank, mast kave been
Td, Thire wanen't Py peophs thene Bol it was really exd ting They ployed
o kot of the shulf that was on the tirst album - Rosethe, She Dioes |1 Righ,
Route &6 - and thesr stoge oot was clready well develaped inla whal is row
Sgen o the lomous Feslgood style, with Wilko's monic rurs ond Lee’s jocket
‘What wos reolly srarge was thol hare wos g bond wha sone the some
Chrthes on stage oz they did off. After they'd Fnished ploying they just blend-
ed bock info the crowd. | wios really escied becousa | knew so rmany of the
sogs. | kept on going back to s=e them. 'When | went bock to the office |
thaught, Wiane they really thot good? 'Would onvane bury This? Would i work?
Whan | jold people | was signing o band that did sarly 608 stulf they
ossumed | meant something Bke Shownddyvenddy
Thee Feplgrads wane sa different o what slse was gaing an at the fime
The firit dlbum, Down By The Jetty, was made in mono ond hod o lock-ond-
white Seeve. Wic Maile, who ser onio do Malerbsad, wai The peeducer. He
knisw o 10 et a raw sound = we did i in 2-mock = and it sounded fougher
theam doirg fots of cvardubs. 'We triad o copture the e sound, which was The
lagic behind the ve album, Stupidity. The only real problen we haod was
tryimg 1o be 05 exclad by it on record as whan heged e ©

Lee Brilleaux
Dir Feslgood singerfoundar mambser

" Southend wos seedy, it was working chass and lent itss¥ ro the blues
im0ge, Yiou hod all these pubs on the seo from halding e gigs. Thare
wirt 0 gredat feddy boy tradition, o lof of the bonds wused to ploy teddy by
rreisic. Wie wiavan 't beds, mor did we dresa ke them, bul we wans daing a gig
twice o week ploying ta them. In the '&0s when everyone wos lishening o
‘West Coost, wie siaved frue o our reals, colecting Mississipe Bhoues reccnds

Will Birch sow the sorly Feelgoods and soid, Do you reclise there's a cir
cult I London where this sor of thing is hoppening? Bands are gefling
gikgread 1o recird deals, 'We saoid, Don't be ridiculous, and admitied to g Estle
fear of the big ciby. 5o we ofl pled indo o corard sow this band, Ducks Delyse
W thaught, They're good, But 50 ore we; we're as good os they one?! 5o we
pushed and hossled to get on the gig soene:

We didn't chorge aur music bul Willks and | shased ko poy afention to
the imoge of the band. Wiko got the sevese hoircut ond | got the jacket. |
ukpd To rol groul on dloge which woi iooked in
beer. The jocket got filthier and féthier and the
g cuirogecus & ool the mom people ked it, The
whole thing soan stopped being such o joke: we
wire doing four mights 0 week, puling £200

We playved Rosette, which saunded Bue an oid
Coosters record, Turthe Doving. ‘'Wa eventually
ricked the Bonette ff {os on the record) from a Lee
Dorsey song. We wore obio doing REB clossics
Liw Liwis Johery Kidd & The Pirotes, Chuck Barry, 8o
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The Feelgoods missed their opportunity in

Americo. We'd hod consideroble sugcess in Euroge
ard our manoger ond lawyers went to Mmerica and
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witd rerded tn Lourgl Camecn, ' Wilka sulked thens
for a weak while Chris our manager went 1o Mew
York ond got a massive corpeting from ihe preEl-
el of CAS * -
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