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Earlier Times of MICKEY JUPP's JUPPANESE LEGEND by ANXIOUS STAN WELLS

weok and engenderad a devoied played briefly with the Oricles.including Wickey's old

Mickey Jupp is Southend's most
important songwriter and one of
Eritain's best. His reputation
has grown recently with his work
for Stiff Records but should be
bigger. Prior to Stiff he'd made

three albumes with the band 'Legend

S0 here is aome lowdown on how
he apent his earlier days. He's
AEVer had a nit record, except
for one in Italy, and he skould
fiave had at lezst 2 hatfult? Ir
1363 he was guitarist with his
Yirst band, ithe Black Diamonds
REobin Trower, then with the
Faramounts, later o evolve
into Procul Herum, had hesxrd
that Mick could play piane and
told him ebout a new band,
Hickey got the job and Gary
Brooker dubbed them the
Jdrioleg.

The Oricles 1356 3=565

AT 2 renearsal Mickey seng
Sarrett Sirongs Morey aud was
spontansously elected vocaligt.
Jupp remained with the group
throughout its 1ife but other
menters movel on as the years
rassed. Dok Jleufer replacing
Tony Diamerd (drums).o #itham
reclacing Dougie Shaldrake
(guatar)end Barry Scanling took
dda Baggerly's place {bass).The
#roup took ovar ithe Faramounts
regidency at the Cricketere in
woutlend where ther vlayed for
two years up to four rights a

folloying for their RAB basged
Jupp saye the bamy
Tolded uhen he was jailed for

repeioire.

nor~payment of npaintenance,
he Jam 1968

ickey reheoreed with this

band, formed by Robin Trower.
They never got off the zround

and Jupp never performed
publicly with them.
menbers of the gbortive band
were Dave Johnson (base) and
Tommy Berry (drums).

Legend 1968.72

Kickey lived in Bath for a

tine but returned to Southend

to form the first Legand.
Robody seems sure how he
maraged to get a recording

contract. The other musicjans

were Chris Hast (guitar/
vocals), Nigel Dunbar (vass)
and Steve Ceere (drums).
They never played in publioc
but survived long snough to
wake an album called Legend
(Bell:SBLL 115), releaged in
Karch 1969, They folded on
completing the L.P+ Jupp was
back in Bath when he hezrd
that Dave Krights hed left

Procul to enter, management and
warted Kickey to form & band.

This second Legend featured
Ho Withrm (guitar), Bill
Filield (drums) end John
Bobbin {bass), the laiter

The othex

Knighis mensged to do ¢ deal
witk Vertigo and the second
elbum entitlod!legend{Vertigo:
6360 C1i9) hit the shops in
1370, It didn't sell and

Bill Fifield leff to join T.Res
at the behest of Tony Vigeconti,
producer for both Lagend and
Bolan. Bob Clouter toock over
the drum kit making the group
all ex-Orioles. This line up
made a Tinal album 'Moonshina'
{Vertigo:6360 063). Legend
acored an Italian hit with a
song called 'Life' from the
¥Moonshine sessions. They went
over to Italy but were treated
bedly and came home dispirited.
Clouter end Bobin left and
Barney James {drums) end Phil
Kitchell (bass) took over. But
time had run out and the band
folded.

Kilroy 1072

Jupp returned to Southend, got
married and a job ir e music
ghops  Apert from 2 few
rehearsals with a band celled
Filroy,he had left the stage.
Kickey Jupp Band 1975-%

In July 19?5. egpéd on by the
success of his fans the
Feslgoods and Kursaals, he
formed a new tand. 'They Tegan
playinz the London pub circuit
end atiracted sore sttiention,
Tue bard nad over ten pomberw

friendes Clouwier and Kitchell.
They mixed Wickey's songe with
soma o6 the FiP numbers the
Oricles might have done.

On Bank Holiday Monday 1976

an all day concert took place
at Southend headlined by Llvin
lLees Among the meny bande
Jisted in the ads. for the
show, the Mickey Jupp Band

kad bracketed after the nane
{say farewell) which must
have meant they were splitting
up and that is what happened.
In 1977 he released a single
under hia own name sm Arista
(136) ealled *Nature's Radio’
which is ace truly ace. Then
+e went to Stiff and the

rest iz well documented.
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kuch of the information for
this article has been
gleaned from anMHE study of
Jupp by Kex Bell and &
Zigzag fTamily tree by Pete
Frame, both published in
1375,

I oifer both of them thonks
and apologies,
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